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EILL CLINTON
*Near-geath experience.”

Bill: | sa
the light
before

By LINDSAY POWERS

Ri{;ht before going under
the knife for heart surgery
last year, former President
Bill Clinton says he saw
the faces of his wife and
daughter — and the bright
light famously reccunted
by those who've had near-
death cncounters,

“m  not quite sure
whethey it was one O
those 'mear-death experi-
ence’ or a life-affirming
one — perhaps it was a bit
of both,” Clinton recalls in
an interview in today's Pa-
rade magazine, found in
The Post.

Clinton  said that mo-
ments before his surgery,
ke remembers seeing
“dark masks coming to-
ward me, followed by cir-
cles of light containing the
faces of Hillary, Chelsea
and others . ., They smited
and flew away toward a
brightness.”

The ex-president said he
knew his ticker was_fal-
tering ns he stepped off his
private jet while promot-
ing "My Life," his 15-pound
antobiography, on Lubor
Day 2004.

He described a feeling of
nsevere tightness,” which
eventuatly led doctors to
perform bypass surgery.

"] was & heart attack
waiting to happen” he
said. "The doctors would
not even let me go home
from the hospital ... Hill-
ary cut her visit Lo upstate
New York to join me, as
did Chelsea.”

Clinton aiso recalls an
venterprising” Post pho-
togeapher  who snapped
him “with a long lens from
a perch near the West Side
Highway."

9T was just glad 1 wasn't
wearing one  of those
open-backed hospital

gownst” he said.

Clinton now works with
the American Heart Asso-
ciation to reinstate gym
classes and put whole
grains, fruits and vege-
tables into fast-food eater-
ies and schoo! cafeterias.

“The older I get, espe-
cially following my own
brush with mortaiity, the
more determined 1 am to
try to prevent anyone
younger than me from
dying," Clinton said.

UNWELGOME GUEST: The remains of & BMW that flippad on fhe sidewall yes

By SAM GUSTIN
ond STACEY SZEWCZYK

A three car smash-up on
Park Avenue puschured
the early morning calm of
the Upper East Side, wak-
ing up residents, scaitering
debrls and flipping & BMW
onto the sidewalk in front
of one of the boulevard's
poshest addresses.

“T've never seen anything
like it before," said neigh-
borhood  resident  John
Daum.

“The accident occurred at
ahout 7:45 am, outside ex-
clusive 625 Park Ave.

Witnesses said a white
Lexus SUV ran a red light
on Hast G5th Street and
ramumed a silver BMW.

The collision happened
around the corner from the
Palestinian Mission to the
United Natios, where Pal-
estinian  Authority Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas was
believed to have been in
meelings at the time of the
crash.

Witnesses said two driv-
ers emerged from  their
cars on their own before
being taken away in ambu-
lances. Their injuries were
not befieved to be serious,

“The impact coused the
AMW to fip over and pet
pinned against the Luild-
ing. Anyone who would
have gotten wapped be-
rween the car and the
building would have died”
Daum said.

"Someone had to have
been speeding,” said Ken
Hamilton, a doorman at a
building across the strect.
Tt was horrible. 1 thought
it was a bomb. I'm stifl
shaken up from it.”

it is home to several
prominent New Yorlkers,
including money manager
Martin Zwelg as well as

terday aiter a three-car callision at East 65th Street.

Avie Kopelman, vice chair-
man of Chanel, and his
wife, Coco.

The late Shah of Iran's
rwin sister, Princess Ash-
af, once owned a 26-room
apartment

Buyout king Henry Kra-
yis bought an apartment in
the building in 1994 for $15
million — at the time a re-
cord price for Park Ave-
nue. )

Other former residents
include Ira Rennast, the re-
clusive millionaire who
wanted to build: a 00,000
square foot compound” i
Sagaponack; THermann

Merkin, aftec whom Mer-
kin Hall on the West Side
i npamed; and  beauty
mogul Helena Rubenstein,
who owned a penthouse
there.

Coco Kopelman heard
the crash happen and
rushed to her third fleor
window to survey the
SCEDE.

“[ heard a huge crash and
glass breaking,” she said. “1
looked out the window and
I saw a man help himself
out of the driver’s seat of
his cat grabbing his head” -

"[t's a miracle no one was

" killed,” said Daum,

JERUSALEM — in Israel's
deadliese anti-error attack
since it pulled oui of the
Gaza Strip two wecks ago,
airstrikes left five suspected
Hamas militants dead yes-
terday in retaliation for a
volley of Palestinian rocket
attacks on southern Israel.

The escalating use of
force followed a blast of un-
known origin that kitled 15

people at a Hamas rally Fri-
day and stoleed the political
siruggle  between
Minister Arie} Skavon and
former Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.
WNetanyahu, a  havd-liner
mounting a leadership chal-
lenge in the Likud Party,
calied yesierday, for Israel
10 take “very serious mili-
tary steps” against the Pal-

Prime

i

estinians and veiterated his
prediction  that  the Gaza
withdrawal would prove to
be a mistake.

At an extraordinary de-
fense Cabinet meeting in
Tel Aviv last pight, minis-
ters decided Lo resume tor-
geted  assassination  at-
tempts of Palestinian
terrorists, according to a
source at the meeting.

The Likud is expected to
vate tomorrow on whether
to hold early primacies —
which, if approved, could
see Sharon leave the party
and form n centrist alli-
ance. R

in the incident yesterday,
Tsracli helicopters targeted
two cars reportedly identi-
fied by intelligence as carry-
ing terrorists, killing five

L. tancy.

and wounding nine.

Three buildings in the
Gaza Strip were destroyed.

In tarn, Hamas' military
wing vowed to "strike with
all our smight" in retalintion
for the car bombing — and
the Palestinian intecior min-
istry criticized both Israel,
for its aggression, and its
own people, for their mili-
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