





key party at the start of the Legend cruise.

people, [you] never meet others,” says El-
len, 52, a home-health-care worker and per-
sonal assistant from Freehold, N.J.

Many singles vacation packages include
aroommate-matching service that makes it
possible to split the cost of a double room.
SinglesCruise.com’s Hattem considers this
one of his company’s most underrated ser-
vices. “Some people come because they
just don’t want to travel alone,” he says.
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“They’re in it for friendship.”

Ellen, who has been on singles cruises
before, tells me, “If you’re single, it’s the
only way to go. If I were here myself, it’d
be boring.” She’s sharing a cabin with
Laura, 58, of Matawan, N.J., a retired
makeup artist from the former Soviet
Union on her first singles cruise.

I'was one of 62 singles onboard,
though some groups consist of up to 400.

Singles-tour operators strive to attract

an equal number of men and women, but
it doesn’t always work. There seemed to
be twice as many men as women in our
set. The singles I met were between 28
and 65 years of age. They be longed to ev-
ery major ethnic group and came from

all over the U.S., with a large number of
Northeasterners who signed on because
of their easy access to the New York de-

parture site. Occupations ranged from
heavy-equipment operator and Unitarian
minister to bartender and psychothera-
pist; all were unmarried and available.
Mayi, 26, a New Jersey mortgage-com-
pany administrator, booked her first sin-
gles cruise because she wanted to visit
Bermuda and SinglesCruise.com offered
the most affordable and convenient op-
tion. Ironically, she turned out to be one
of a handful of cruisers who met a match.
“It was a total surprise,” the Peruvian
beauty told me on the eve of our farewell
dinner. “I met all the guys the first night
and didn’t think anything would hap-

pen.” The next day, at a speed-dating ses-.

sion, she met Giack, a fortyish construc-
tion supervisor from Westchester.

“I asked him where he was from and
he said, ‘I live in New York, but I'm Ital-
ian.’ Then he started speaking in Italian.”
Charmed, Mayi spent the following days
getting to know Giack. She smiled de-
lightedly as she talked about their plans
to meet on terra firma.

I chatted with “Techrat” after we
docked. Brian, 41, a brokerage-house
Windows administrator, told me the Ber-
muda voyage was his third trip through
SinglesCruise.com. “I definitely had a
good time,” he said. “I didn’t think that I
was gonna have as good a time as I end-
ed up having.” Because the group was rel-
atively small, he was able to get to know
everyone pretty well, including Elizabeth,
38, a Jersey City real-estate agent.

“We’re both really busy people,” he said.
“Finding the time is a logistical nightmare,
but we’re hoping to get together soon.”
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