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GIFFORD MILLER
Wanis to copy Boston.

By MARK BULLIET
and HASANI GITTENS

New York City should
emulate ;2 Boston pro-
g, aitd buy lower-cost

Inddian; drugs for its
cgmployeds and retired
|-i citizensj Democratic may-
oral & candidate  Gifford
Miller said yesterday.

The City  Council
speaker aiso sald Mayor
Bloomberg  considered
implementing  such
plan, but decided against
it when President Bush
spoke against Canadian
drugs.

“This mayor originally
indicated he was for it
unti! the moment Presis
dent Bush said it's not a
good idea, He's backed off
and hasn't done a thing
since,” Miller said.

“The bottom line is,
there are lifesaving drugs
senjors can afford that are
available,sand we bave to
go out and get them for
them,"” spid Miller as
stood at the Penn South
co-ops in Chelsea, home
to a large elderly popula-
tion.

In  Boston's year-old
pregram, the city con-
tracts with a Canadian
pharmacy for civil ser-
vants and retired city
workers, providing - pre-
seription drugs by mail at

low north-of-the-border
prices.
Milier also criticized

the mayor for attempting
to cut fuiding to the
Menls on Wheels pro-
gram that feeds shut-in
SCMOors.

He also wants to create
a *homebound registry,”
which would be available
to firefighters and other
emergency woskers.

“in a Miller administra-
tion, our senior citizens
will know they ecan grow
old with dignity and a de-
cent quality of life in the
city they built,” he said.

At a  groundbreaking
yeslerday Tor 2 $1.5 mit-
lion cricke: field in St. Al-
bans, Quecens, Bloomberg
refused to comment on
Miller's plans,

By DAVID SEIFMAN
City Hall Bureou Chief

. The pasty’s on, and Mike
is ﬁ;oing 1o help pick up the
tab.

Mayor Bloomberg is toss-
ing the biggest one-day
parly in  municipal-cam-
paign history on Sept 20,
inviting supporters to stage
1,000 house parties across
the five boroughs “to show
their commitment to re-
electing Mike,” as his re-
clection Web site declares.

Although net a new tactic
— Bemocrat  presideatit
hopefuls fohn Keery, How-
ard Dean and Wesley Clark
staged numercus house par-
ties last year to rev up sup-
porters and raise funds «-
Bloombery, who's sunning a
seif-financed campaign, has
come up with an expensive
twist.

Instead of asking liosts to
round up donations from
their [riends, the mayor's
campaign is doing the con-
tributing by offering free
Yparty kits” to any sup-
porter who requests one,

The kits include buttons,
stickers, balloons, confesti,
absentee-ballot applications,
voler-registration cards,
“talking points” and a2 DVD
or VHS tape touting the
mayor's accomplishments.

Similar party kits with 335
buttons, stickers and bal-

By STACEY SZEWCZYK

A busy Mayor Bloom-
berg went out looking for
votes  yesterday, as he
crossed  boroughs  and
cultures for a full day of
campaigning.

Hizzoner started the
morning among the Car-
ibbean community, which
in the past has tended to
be politically friendly to
him.

loons offered by Dean's
campaign sold for $2550,
plus tax and shipping. It's
unclear how much Bloom-
berg's campaign will spend
on the party kits or other
aspects of orpanizing and
carrying out the project.

“They're not Ffund-rais-
ars) cxplained Bloomber
campaign  strategist  Bil
Cunningham. “They're
more like fricnd-raisers. I's
a  motivational  thing  as
much as anything clse.”

Analysts agrec the partics
make sense, even for a can-
didate  who has  already
spent $imiliion a week on
TV ads and millions maore
on direet mail,

"What he's Lrying to do is
to  ereate ‘Neigﬁhuz‘hond
Mike,” said Doug Muzzio,
a rnlitical scientist at Bar-
uch College. "1 think it's
good potitics and good pol-
icy. How they're doing it
majtes you chuckie."

The parties also serve to

ar Bl

Facing an  clection,
Bloomberg bowled up to
a ribbon-cutting  service
for a ericket feld in SL
Albans, Queens.

By lunchtime, the relax-
ed-looking  mayer —
dressed in khakis and a
beige shirt — was joined
by gilfriend Diana Tay-
lor for a jong stroll in
Harlem,

Enjoying Harlem Week

Miayo

i Party place: 1,000 houses
across the five boroughs
Guest Est: An army of
stalwart political party animals
i ViPs on call: “Sopranos”
star L.orraine Bracco (Fight),
comic actress Whoopi

‘ Goldberg (below).
A possible party
hosted by Mayor Mike himself
& Party favers: Buttons,

talls to guests via
conference call

tehotchkes; voter registratio
cards; “talking points™; and'

generate interest In a
race that, polls show,
most  voters  haven't
been following closcly.

On party night, muaje-
ipal candidates typically
rugh from one home to
another to offer words
of ehanks and to pump up
supporters.

Campaign zides said the
event s still in the planning
stages, so they had no in-
formation yet on whe'll be
hosting parties.

But Bloomberg has a
number of celebrity sup-
porters, from “Sopranos”
star Lorraine Bracco to
comedian Whoopi  Gold-
berp,

To comply with cam-
paign-finance laws,  the
hosts have been cautioned
not to spend more than
$500, a surn that would be
considered an  “in-kind”
contribution io the mayor's
campaign and would re-
quire reporting,

festivities, the two picked
at fare from soul-food
vendors and the happy
mayor couldn't vesist a
high-five with a baby.
And while he refused to
answer journalists' ques-

tions, Bloomberg was
more than obliging with a
smiling youngster.

"Oh, you're a Cub
Scout,”  the  gushing
Bloomberg teld the boy
proudly  displaying hbis

unilorm. “I was once a
Scout, too,”

The mayor then joined
Harlem Assemblyman
Keith Wright on stage
with a girls dance toupe
in_their sequined body
suits.

Bleomberg, not usually
known for his religious
obscrvance, also attended
Sabbath services at the
Beth Gavriet Bukharian
Congregation in Quecos,

SA)iE Uatiey

deoning a prayer shawl
and yarmulke.

Having hit the politi-
cally importans  Carib-
bean, African-American
and Jewish commuaitics
by day, it was on 1o
schmooze the Pakistani
vote by night.

The busy mayor ended
his day with Pakistani In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions in Queens, '
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