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By STACEY SZEWCZYK
and HASANI GITTENS

New Yorkers are bet-
ting on a big fat green
Christmas this year — the
first time the Mega Mil-
lions and Powerball jack-
pots both hit $100 mitlion,

The grand prize in the
multistate Mega Millions
draw tomorrow is an
cven $100 million.

The top prize in Power-
ball's  Christmas  Eve

drawing is $137 million.
The biggest payout in

EXCLUSIVE

By KENNETH LOVETT
Post Correspondent
ALBANY — New Yorik-
ers this year have been

tentalized by the major
jackpots of the Mega Mil-

lions game rather than
plucking down: a dollar and
a deeam on the older Lotto,
‘The Post has Iearnad.

With its smaller prizes,
Lotto sales since january
have deopped nearly 22
percent  over last  year,
while the multi-state Mega
Millions game has scen iis
sales in New Yok grow
steadily since its inception
in May 2002, accarding 10
the state Loltery Division.

“Theyre jackpot games
and people go for the
higher jackpots,” said Lot-
tery  Division  spokes-
woman Carolyn Hapeman.

As of Dec. 15, Mega Mil-
lions, which has a min-
imum $10 million jackpot,
has taken in about %400
milfion this year.

Lotto, by contrast, has a
$3 million minimum jack-
pot and has taken $338 mil-
lion this year, down [rom
$433 million last year,

Meanwhile, Quick Draw,

Mega's two-year history,
$180 million, went to an
anonymeus ticket holder
in Maryland last June.

The record win  for
Powerball occurred last
December, when 53149
million went to West Vir-
ginian  Andrew  Whit-
taker.

Mega Million 51 tickets
are sold in New York,

But to buy Powerbail
tickets, which also go for
$1 a chance, you'll have to
travel to Connecticut or
Pennsylvania, the closest
states where they're sold,

Jastat

the barroom video game,
saw a 2.8 percent increase
in sales this year despite a
dip after the statewide
smoking ban went into ef-
fece, Lottery officials said.
Totat  lottery  sales
through Dec. 15 exceed $5.4

"It's 100 ml]Emn. and I'm
ponna win,” said florist
Larry Rich, 50, as he
bought his Megn ticket in
Hell's Kitchen last night.

"It's Christmastime,
They've gotta give it to
me. The first thing I'm
gonna do is buy a dog —
a 5t, Bernard.”

Not every hopeful win-
ner bad plans as warm
and fuzzy.

George., Morton, a re-
tired record producer,
said, “F'd spend $10 mil-
lion on two houses, two

billion, up 6.8 percent from
the same period in 2002,
Sen. Frank Padavan (R-
Queens) accused the state
of trying to solve its fiscal
problems on the backs of
those who can least afford

it.
“It doesn't matter if more

cars and a record studio,
and put the rest in a high-
interest account.”

Pancho Valdez, 34, of
The Bronx, picked up a
pair of Mega tickets hop-
ing for a Christmas bon-
anza.

“Oh man, I'd buy a big
house in Mexico and take
my family there,” he said.

“I'd put my kids in a
pice school and just make
everybody happy.®

Even skeptics got into
the act.

Peter Bjord, 50, o stage-

Delanee I(nppersmlth buys her

Viega Millions lottery ticket

yesterday in the East Village.
AT e s

people are playing one
game more than another,”
Padavan  said. “They're
preying on low income
earncrs who can’t afford to
fose that money."

In addition to Mega Mil-
lions, New Yorkers pinned
their hopes on instant

hand, decided to play
Mega only after ke
learned about the jackpot.
“T don't really believe in
these lottery things, but
hey, why not?" he said.
Regis Moore, 56, the su-
perintendent of a Hell’s
Kitcher building, said if
he won, "I'd invest my
money in New York.”

And with all those mil- - &_;1

lions, he said, he'd be able:
1o change the name of hig
street.

“I"d call 47th: Strect 'St." i

Regis' Street,” he said,

games, which saw a
combined 14 percent in-
crease in sales,

But dilke Lotto, sales for
the daily Numbers, Tzke 5,
and Pick 10 all declined
compared with last year,
accerding to the Lottery
statistics.

By BILL HOFFMANN

Lots of celebrities don't
want to lord it over their
fellow Brits.

Hundreds, inciuding
rocker David Bowie, actor
Albert Finner and comic
john Cleese, have told the
British government to take
a hike over the years by

cjecting knighthoods and
er prestigious honors.

T he %ovcrnment has
never officially revealed
the names of the snubbers
— but they were bared

>

yesterday  in classified
documents leaked to Lon-
don's Sunday Times.

Other movers and shak~
ers who have refused the
awards have been authors
Graham Greene, John le
Carré, Roald Dahl, Evelyn
Waugh and Aldous ux-
ey, as well as actor Tre-
vor Howard.

Among the women re-
jecting awards that would
make them “dames” were
author Doris Lessing and
actresses  Vanessa  Red-

grave and Helen Mirren,

The reasons for the re-
fusals arc many.

“Many people in Amer-
ica think being a sir is a
big deal, but 1 think we
should all be misters,” said
Finney, who's in Tim Bur-
ton's  latest flick, “Big
Fish."

“The *5ir’ thing slightly
perpetuates one of our dis-
eases in England, which is
snobbery.”

Bowie, who has made
some of the greatest rock

iy datid

albums ever, said: "I sevi-
ously don't kaow what it’s
for. It's not what I spend
my life working for,”

Helen Mirren, star of the
new flick, “"Calendar
Girls," added: "1 feel very
ambivalent about it. actu-
ally ... The whole idea of
aristocracy 1 loathe.”

The list also reveals that
famed suspense director
Alfred Hitchcock first re-
fused a knighthood in 1962,
{wo years after dirvecting
"Psycho,” but later re-
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lented and accepted the
award shortly before he
died in 1980, Many critics
of the 700-year-old awards
Sfastem have complained
that it wrongly. promotes
respect toward a nonexist-
ent empire,

"It makes us fook like a
laughingstock and encour-
ages fference to the
crowa,” said .G, Ballard,
author of “Empire of the
Sun” and “Crash,” who re-
jected a knighthood, "1
can't take it seriously.”
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ADNAN ASFOUR
Hamas big captured.
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< aide tg-Isracli Prime Mm-
ister Aricl: Shard yester-
day warned: that 't
thousands of sdtt]
be forced:toimave
negotiations:fail

Addressing
controversial Jiew plan to
unilaterally : set new

boundaries for the Pales-
tinjans if they don't head
back to the negotiating
table, Deputy Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert ac-
knowledged “there will be
a very serious protest”
from all sides,

The official’s comments
came as  Isragli forces
nailed their most-wanted
terror suspect in the West
Bank: Hamas spokesman
Adnan Asfour,

Asfour has been accused
of trying to rebuild the
decimated terror orginiza-
tion in the region, as well
as helping launch homi-
cide bombings.: He was
nabbed in 4 raid in Nablus,
Israeli officials said:

Later, a 5-year-old Pales-
tinian boy was shot-dead
by an Israeli soldier in the
Balata refugee camp near
Nablus,  after . rtroops
opened fire during 'a

. melee, officials said. , |
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ubya is out
to dump @mﬁaﬁ

R
JERUSALEM Presz-
dent Bush last week told
an Israeli journalist, "We
must get rid of" Palestin-
ian chief Yasser Arafat,” it
was reported yesterday.
The president had been
at d Christmas party in
Washington when  he
made the remarks to a
Washington-based re-
porter with the leading Is-
racli newspaper Yediot
Aharonot, the paper said.
The Bush administration
has said in the past that it
will not negotiate with Ar-
afat and urged him toistep
aside so that .serious .talks
could begin between ather
Palestinian leaders and the
Israelis. crondpaas
Arafat has been banished
to his headquarters ‘in the
West Bank-town of Rarmai-
tah by the Israslis; for the

past two years; . Uri Dap
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